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MARGARET RIVER BUSHFIRES — GOVERNMENT COMPENSATION 

302. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. The Premier mentioned that he had been in discussions with the member for 

Vasse. When was the last time the member for Vasse made representations to the Premier about the failure to 

pay Margaret River residents what they deserve? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

This compensation has been handled primarily under the guidance of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet. 

We have independent actuarial assessors involved and it is being done in an absolutely professional way. I have 

talked to a number of the people — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: When did you last talk to him about it? Has he complained about it? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I seem to remember going down there with the member for Vasse. He now has 

responsibility for emergency services. I have absolute confidence in him. If the member thinks that I am going to 

relay every little individual conversation I have with — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: What an absurd situation! I say to the people of Western Australia, “Who would you like 

to have?” It is a rhetorical question to the people of Western Australia: who would you rather have in charge of 

emergency services—the member for Vasse or the member for Girrawheen? What do members reckon the public 

of Western Australia would want? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I could just about call to order half the people in this place. Some of you at this point are not 

doing credit to yourselves, the electorate you represent or the reason you are in this place. I am not going to give 

you a lecture.  

 


